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Tunstall Parish Council 
MINUTES of the MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL held on  

Monday 15th December 2025 at 7.00pm  
at St John the Baptist Church  

 

Present: Cllr Lee Burgesss; Cllr Vivien Rich; Cllr Larissa Reed  
 
Also present: None 
 

49. Open Forum – There were none. 
 

50. Chair’s Announcements 
The Chair stated that Tunstall Parish Council continues to engage fully with, and 
maintain an informed understanding of, the significant changes currently taking 
place within Local Government. 
 

51. Apologies – there were none.  Cllr Lehmann (KCC Councillor) sent his 
apologies. 
 

52. Minutes - To sign and approve the minutes of the meeting of 29th September 
2025. 
 
It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting of 29th 
September 2025 as a true record of the meeting. 

  
53. Ward Councillors 

a) To receive updates from county and borough members – there were none. 
  

54. Finance 
a) To review payments made in line with Financial Regulations 

It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
 

Payee Budget Amount Detail 

J Barnicott   Litterpicking   £ 70.78 Litter picking 

 HugoFox   IT Costs   £   11.99   Monthly Website fee  

 Waveney IT   IT Costs   £   37.30   Monthly Mailbox charge  

Waveney IT IT Costs £    30.00 Password resets 

 Unity Trust Bank   Bank Charges   £      6.00   Bank charges  

 J Barnicott   Litterpicking   £ 86.17  May and June   

 HugoFox   IT Costs   £   11.99   Monthly Website fee  

 Waveney IT   IT Costs   £   37.30   Monthly Mailbox charge  

 Unity Trust Bank   Bank Charges   £      6.00   Bank charges  

 J Miller   Poppy Wreath   £   22.24  
 Poppy wreath 
reimbursement  

 J Barnicott   Litterpicking   £   86.17  Litterpicking 

 
b) To approve budget forecast and precept for 2026-27 
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It was RESOLVED to approve a budget of £16,500 and a precept of 
£9,000.  This equates to a Band D equivalent of £12.81 and an increase of 
17.63% compared to 2025/26. 
 

55. External Meetings Attended 
a) KALC Swale Area Committee – Cllr Rich was unable to attend 
b) Western Area Committee – Cllr Rich attended 
c) Parish Liaison Forum – Cllr Rich attended 

Cllr Rich also attended the Local Government Reorganisation 
workshop at Swale Borough Council on 04/11/25. 

 
56. Councillor Vacancies – to receive update. 

There was no further update. 
 

57. Local Government Reorganisation  - to receive update. 
It was noted that all fourteen Kent borough and district councils had 
submitted their respective preferred options for local government 
reorganisation on 28 November 2025. Swale Borough Council submitted 
Option 4(b). A response from central government is expected in mid-
2026. 
 
Cllr Reed withdrew from the meeting at 7.15pm 
 

58. Planning Applications for consideration 
a) 25/501328/REM Land at Ufton Court – to receive any updates  

It was noted that the main Reserved Matters application for Ufton Court 
had been approved. There are now several separately numbered sub-
applications progressing in relation to detailed conditions. Tunstall 
Parish Council is making no comments at this time. The Parish Council 
requested a further site visit in the New Year in order to better 
understand the construction plan and timetable. 

b) 25/504340/FULL Section 73 Application for Minor Material Amendment 
to approved plans condition 2 (to change the proposed materials) and 
removal of Condition 3 (as it will contradict condition 2 regarding the 
approved materials) pursuant to 25/502148/FULL for Erection of first 
floor rear extension above existing and ground floor rear extension. 34 
Ruins Barn Road Tunstall Kent ME10 4HS  
It was RESOLVED no comment. 

 
Cllr Reed rejoined the meeting at 7.25pm 
 

59. Village Events - To receive update. 
Councillors attended the annual Remembrance Service where Cllr Rich 
laid a wreath.  Thanks had been received for the usual contribution 
Tunstall Parish Council made towards the costs of light refreshments. 
 

60. Village Sign – To receive update. 
It was noted that Cllr Rich had met with the Swale Heritage Officer on site 
on 03.12.25 to discuss changes to the sign.  Swale has since confirmed no 
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planning permission is required but as the proposed site is in the 
Conservation Area it will require advertisement consultation.  Costs for a 
new sign will be investigated. 
 

 
61. Consultation Responses 

a) Bexon Conservation Area Review 
It was RESOLVED that the parish council fully supports the creation 
of the new Conservation Area at Bexon. 

b) Swale Local Plan 
It was noted that a Regulation 18 consultation is taking place on the 
emerging Swale Local Plan from 12th January 2026 – 28th February 
2026.  Residents are encouraged to review and participate in the 
public consultation. 

c) Community Governance Review 

It was noted that Swale Borough Council has launched a Community 
Governance Review consultation.  The parish council will ask that the 
Tunstall Parish boundary be reviewed.  Updates on this will be shared 
on the parish noticeboards. 

 
62. Local Heritage List – to consider nominations of buildings or structures 

to add to the Local Heritage List. 
It was noted that the important buildings within the parish are already 
listed. 

 
63. Correspondence and Matters for Information 

a) To note further emails from residents concerning overflowing bins – it 
was noted that these had been reported. 

b) To note correspondence regarding verge litter – Sterling Road – it 
was noted that this had been reported. 
 

 
64. Date of next meetings: Monday 9th March 2025, Monday 11th May 

2026. 
 

        

Meeting closed at 7.42pm 


